§93.503

made by a party, the ALJ must appoint
an expert, either:

(i) The expert, if any, who is agreed
upon by both parties and found to be
qualified by the ALJ; or,

(ii) If the parties cannot agree upon
an expert, the expert chosen by the
ALJ.

(2) The ALJ may seek advice from
the expert(s) at any time during the
discovery and hearing phases of the
proceeding. The expert(s) shall provide
advice to the ALJ in the form of a
written report or reports that will be
served upon the parties within 10 days
of submission to the ALJ. That report
must contain a statement of the ex-
pert’s background and qualifications.
Any comment on or response to a re-
port by a party, which may include
comments on the expert’s qualifica-
tions, must be submitted to the ALJ in
accordance with §93.510(c). The written
reports and any comment on, or re-
sponse to them are part of the record.
Expert witnesses of the parties may
testify on the reports and any com-
ments or responses at the hearing, un-
less the ALJ determines such testi-
mony to be inadmissible in accordance
with §93.5619, or that such testimony
would unduly delay the proceeding.

(c) No ALJ, or person hired or ap-
pointed to assist the ALJ, may serve in
any proceeding under this subpart if he
or she has any real or apparent conflict
of interest, bias, or prejudice that
might reasonably impair his or her ob-
jectivity in the proceeding.

(d) Any party to the proceeding may
request the ALJ or scientific expert to
withdraw from the proceeding because
of a real or apparent conflict of inter-
est, bias, or prejudice under paragraph
(c) of this section. The motion to dis-
qualify must be timely and state with
particularity the grounds for disquali-
fication. The ALJ may rule upon the
motion or certify it to the Chief ALJ
for decision. If the ALJ rules upon the
motion, either party may appeal the
decision to the Chief ALJ.

(e) An ALJ must withdraw from any
proceeding for any reason found by the
ALJ or Chief ALJ to be disqualifying.
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§93.503 Grounds for granting a hear-
ing request.

(a) The ALJ must grant a respond-
ent’s hearing request if the ALJ deter-
mines there is a genuine dispute over
facts material to the findings of re-
search misconduct or proposed admin-
istrative actions, including any debar-
ment or suspension action. The re-
spondent’s general denial or assertion
of error for each finding of research
misconduct, and any basis for the find-
ing, or for the proposed HHS adminis-
trative actions in the charge letter, is
not sufficient to establish a genuine
dispute.

(b) The hearing request must specifi-
cally deny each finding of research
misconduct in the charge letter, each
basis for the finding and each HHS ad-
ministrative action in the charge let-
ter, or it is considered an admission by
the respondent. If the hearing request
does not specifically dispute the HHS
administrative actions, including any
debarment or suspension actions, they
are considered accepted by the respond-
ent.

(c) If the respondent does not request
a hearing within the 30-day time period
prescribed in §93.501(a), the finding(s)
and any administrative action(s), other
than debarment or suspension actions,
become final agency actions at the ex-
piration of the 30-day period. Where
there is a proposal for debarment or
suspension, after the expiration of the
30-day time period the official record is
closed and forwarded to the debarring
official for a final decision.

(d) If the ALJ grants the hearing re-
quest, the respondent may waive the
opportunity for any in-person pro-
ceeding, and the ALJ may review and
decide the case on the basis of the ad-
ministrative record. The ALJ may
grant a respondent’s request that waiv-
er of the in-person proceeding be condi-
tioned upon the opportunity for re-
spondent to file additional pleadings
and documentation. ORI may also sup-
plement the administrative record
through pleadings, documents, in-per-
son or telephonic testimony, and oral
presentations.

606



